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losing my entire junior year beca.rse of magical amnesia

(don't ask). My textbooks were spilling out of my arms,

and I had no idea where to find my third-period English

class. Math and biolo gy had aheady melted my brain. I
wasn't sure how I was going to make it to the end of
the day.

Then a voice crackled over the loudspeaken "Perc1

Jackson, please report to the counselor's ofjce.'

At least none of the other students knew me yet.

Nobody looked at me and laughed. I just turned, all

casual-like, and meandered back toward the adminisrra-

tion wing.

Alternative High is housed in a former elementary

school in Queens. That means kiddie-size desks and no

lockers, so you have to caffy all your stuff from class to
class. Down eyery hall, I could find cheery reminders of
the school's former childhood-smudges of finger paint
on the walls, unicorn stickers peeling off the fire extin-

guishers, the occasional ghostly whiff of fruit juice and

graham crackers.

AHS takes anybody who needs to finish their high
school careel It doesn't matter if you are coming back

from juvie, or have severe learning differences, or happen

to be a demigod with really bad luck. It is also the only
school in the New York area that would admit me for my
senior year and help me make up all the course credit I'd
lost as a junior.

On the bright side, it has a swim team and an

Olympic-size pool (no idea *hy), so my stepdad, Paul

Blofis, thought it rlrig
him I'd try.

I'd also promised

was that I'd gradu,ue

together. I didn't ri ani

going offto Calilornr,
I found the coun.

been the school inhrr:

on the wall of a sad p,,

mouth.
"Mr lacksonl Co:
The guidance cL'\Li:

to shake my hand. T.

pounds of textbooks r

"Oh, just put rl'ros,

have a seatl"

She gestured r.-, -.-

low for me. Sitring ::

lol1y Ranchers on he:

"Sol" The coun.,.

Iooking. adulr-sirt- .--

her eyes swim. Hcr 
=

rows that remindeC ::

settling in? "

"The chair's a li:-.
"I mean at school

"-We11, I've onh i,.
"Have you starrci
"I just gor here.

12)
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"Exactly! We're a.heady behindl"
I glanced at the purple frog, who looked as miserable

as I felt. "Look, fu{5.-"
"Call me Eudora," she said cheerfully. "No*, let's see

what brochures we have."

She rummaged through her desk. "Poly Tech. BU.

NYU. ASU. FU. No, no, no."

I wanted to stop her. My temples were throbbing. My
ADHD was pinging around under my skin like billiard
balls. I couldn't think about college today.

"Ma'an1., I appreciate your help," I said. "But, really,

said, still digging

mortal counselor

in the back of my

of my jeans, where

It's weird how thr

who see supernatural

centrate to pierce the

and the godly one. Or
ters over what you see.

or a giant drakon lool
it's embarrassing t.)rio

pages into the Astoria
"What did you d

asked.

Eudora waved her l

about her. She coul.l.r'

why I'm here!"

Something about I

sured, exactly, but ar

Maybe she only ate or

Her presence felt f
nostrils, the pressure

feet underwater. I real

her before, when I x.a:

the Mississippi River.
"You're a sea spirit
Eudora chuckled-

thinklwasadryad?"
"So...myfather
She raised an eveb:

I might be a bit slon-

look a lot.
"Yes, dear, Poseido

I ve kinda aheedy got a plan. If I can just get through this

year-
"Yes, New Rome University," she

through her desk drawer. "But the

doesn't seem to have a brochure."

My ears popped. I tasted salt water

throat. "The mortal counselor?"

My hand drlfted toward the pocket
I kept my favorite weapon; a deadly ballpoint pen. This
wouldn't have been the first time I'd had to defend myself
from an attack at school. You'd be arnazed how many

teachers, administrators, and other school staff are mon-
sters in disguise. Or maybe you wouldn't be alrr,.azed.

"Who are you?" I asked.

She sat up and smiled. "I told you. I'm Eudora."
I studied her more closely. Her curled hair was in fact

a bed of oysters. Her dress shimmered like a jellyfish
membrane.

l+1



t5l

tu,1 'zuo51 (ssoq 1141 l.ragrEJ rnol'uoPlesod :tap 'sa;1,,

'1ol E >lool

reqr ra8 1 dpr1a16'alerdn aql uo .trols 1rg e ag rq8tu 1

lr.rolt or Suruqs se^r ar{s JI st 'ru.o.rgala uE PasIEJ aqs

,,(nol tuas rar{leJ lul ' ' ' oS,,

. (,iPe'{tP t se^t I lu1ll
nol prq 'lrra6 'as.rnor ;o 'SOr\.,, .pepllnql EroPnE

(.'praJaN V, 'pl€s I ,,'rr.llds eas E 3J,flol,,

'ra^r5 rddrsslsslry aql

Jo ruollog aql re 'p1o sreal a^le^u stult I uar{^t 'aro;aq .raq

a>lrl euoauos Parslunofua PJ Pa4yar I 'r3lE^rrePun raaJ

puesnoql E arar\ I JI sE s.rea ,(u ur arnsssrd agr 'syrlsou
ftu u1 a18urr 6ps arp-oot TtryrueJ lleJ aruasard.rall

'srolasunor aluEprn8 .ragro are lpo aqs aqlery
'paualrarqt lleuosrad tou rseal te tng 'f,1ttexa 'parns

-sear fou ' ' ' IaeJ aru aptru auol rar{ lnoqe Sulrparuo5

,,i?J39 ut'1 lUrzv^

s,lEr{I 'aluou ,!r3N qrur nol dlaq r,uplnol aqs 'r3r{ lnogE

l;uo,v.lruop 'gO,, 'lla,rrssnuslp pueq raq pa^e^\ tJopng

'Pa>Ise

I ,,(rolasunor .rrln8ar aql qll^t op nol prp rer{6,,
('uolrers prc^alnog elrorsv aqr orul sa8ed

-rurJ auo uar{,lr uo>l€rp E pJeoq or Eurlrr Eursser.reqrua srfr

'aur azraryaq puv) 'urert N ar{t DIII iool uo1trp tutrE t .ro

suerrlsapad ,111 1oo1 sa.r8o Surleru 'aas nol ttq^\ Jaao sJel

-sqd Jo puH rsn[ rsrtr{ aq] 'asuuaqrg 'auo llpo8 aqr put
plro,,!\ uerunq aql uaealag rarrreg arp aerald 01 aferluel

-uof of a,rrg nol 'erurl 3q1 IIe Jnrs p.rnreuradns aas or{^r

'spo8rurap roJ ue^g '$lro^\ ls5\tr eql 
^toq 

prra^t s.tl

gsylgal E a:l1 perau
]f,EJ ur sa& iley- PalJnJ

,,'EJOPnE rrr.I 'TlOt

'Pezerne eq LurP
-uour eJe Jsrs Ioorlf,s
lutuurorl pazsue a(

;1asftu puaJep ol prq I
slql 'uad rurodU"q it
arer{^4. 'sueal dur;o ra1

ftu 3o lleg eql rrr ralr

Jolasunof lElrotu aT
Eur83ry prs 'pres aqs

slgr qEnolp ra8 rsnl u

'r{11eat'1flfl,, 'prEs [ .l
,{upor :

pTEIIIIq ary1 urls ,{w .

161 'Surggorqr araa se

'nfl 'r{ral llod,, 'Isa

ees s.lal hoN,, ,,{[Jnjf,.

algerasrlu sE Pe>lool or



sorry I can't find a brochure,

the usual human requirements

test scores, official transcripts,

educational evaluation. Those

but I know you'll need all

for New Rome Universityr

and an up-to-date psycho-
aren't a problem."

over the years. Can't I
dation form. . . ?"

Eudora's eyebro., s

ing off sheets of sea,,

green-tile foor, seepin

I sighed. "Ugh. I :
"'We11, dear, the ;r

challenging, but I'n-L 1-

"How about thisl'
help, maybe he shoul:

than sending you here

"Oh. Well, that *.'
"Out of characte .
Something buzze:

making her jump. I :

electric eel stuck in h.

out one of the she11s

She put the shelL -

I . . . Yes, I undersr:-::-

She set the shel^ .

afraid it might ring :=
"Dad?" I gues.eJ

She tried fbr a s.

spreading across rhe -

seeping rhrough m' :.-
"He thinks \r)r: :r-.

explain this to \-oll l: .

She said in prt::,'. :.

I tried to acr .Lr.-

[6]

"They aretlt?" After all I'd been through, it might've
been too early to judge on that lasr one.

"But you'll also need a few, ah, special entry require-
ments."

The taste of salt water got sharper in my mourh.
"What special requiremenrs?"

"Has anyone talked to you about divine recommenda-

tion leffers?" She looked like she really wanted the answer

to be yes.

"Nor" I said.

She fiddled with her jar of Jolly Ranchers. "I see.

Well. You'll need three letters. From three different gods.

But I'm sure for a demigod of your 1alsn15-"
"What?"

Eudora finched. "Or we could look at some backup

schools. Ho-Ho-Kus Community College is very nicel"
'Are you klddlng me?"

The Nereid's face starred to glisten. Rivulets of salt
water trickled from her oyster-bed hair.

I felt bad about geming ar.gty. This wasn't her fault. I
knew she was only trying to help me because my dad had

ordered her to. Still, ir wasn'r the kind of news I wanted
to deal with on a Monday morning. Or ever.

I steadied my breathing. "Sorry. It's just . , .l need to
get into New Rome. I've done a lot of stuff for the gods
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my dad and I hadn't talked in . . . a while. He usually

only brought me to his underwater palace when a war was

about to start. I was hoping maybe he'd give me a week or
so to seffle in at school before he summoned me.

"Great. So . . . I can go back to class?"

"Oh, no, dear. He means now."

Around my feet, the water swirled into a whirlpool.

The tiles began to crack and dissolve.

"But don't wotry," Eudora promised. "We'11 meet

again!"

The foor dropped out from under my chair, and I
plunged into a churning maelstrom with a thunderous

FLUSH!

MY DA
(*NO ACTU-:

Yo., k.row you'r'e bee.

fushed out of your

Ocean and you're nLrr .

I didn't tr1,to fight

watef, so that \,l,asn t a:

chair and rocketed ri..

ing Systemt*', pox'er.-:

Faster than you couli
the seafoor like I'd L,t.

As the sand cloul =

bearings. My nautica^

miles southeasr ot- r. .
feet downr no bit Je =.

don't try this at hon:
the continental sheli ;,
the precipice stood a 

_;^

vi11a.

As usual, mr. dal ..'

immortal, you gec ri:i -

turies. Poseidon alu a', .

or expanding. Ir hr.:.
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